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ADVICE ABOUT BURGLA

Would You

Do

If You Discovered One of the Men

Behlnd the Mask in Your Room"

OULD you sheoot if you should
wake up some night and find a
burglar stealing about your
room? Would you shout? Or
would you jump up >

and run?
And which “method. of
cedure”

is recommended by the
wise men who are ecalled the
“eriminal atdthorities,” not they are
Inals, but because they are supposed to know all about
the “crooks™?

Which of the three plans would you adopt if the
enterprising burglar came a-burgling while you were
lying in your little bed, trusting in Providence and the
irresponsible. combination on tHe front door?

Burglary, in its results, has been so often a life or
death question that it would seem to be too grave to
trifle with. And yet it is a joke in the operas, a joke
in the comic papers, a joke with burglars themselves
when they are asked to talk about it, and more or
less of a joke with every casual citizen with whom you
may broach the question. But it is not a joke with
the coroner, whose work it has greatly added to with-
in the years that have established the efficacy of the
revolver as a weapon of deadly precision. ) Most
burglars who become homicides in the exercise o.g
their “profession” plead that “they didn’t mean to,
or that they were “acting in self-defense”! Bl'l[ it
remains a deadly fact that a burglar always carries a
loaded revolver to use on you if it is necessry to sl}r‘nce
you abruptly. The law always praises you for killing
a burglar. It is considered not only your right, but
your duty.

A burglarious entrance is, under the law, a simple
matter., Make a belated attempt to open your own
window from the outside, and if you should be shot
dead by a member of your own family, you are only,
in the eyes of the law, a deceased burglar,

Fire First, Inquire Afterward.

The fact of the matter is that the law is on the
side of the inmates of a dwelling or the watchers in a
locked-up stqre every time. The law justifies the
shooting of a byrglar under any circumstances. First
fire and inquire afterward. That is a safe rule to go
by. And yet, supposing Mr. Burglar should come in
by the basement window and prowl up to the bed
room and you should be awakened by the rattle of
your jewelry and knick-knacks:on the dressing table,
and sit up in bed—to find yourself covered by a big
black revolver—what then?

Professional testimony taken and professiona] ad-
vice given on this important question (which has
come to the front again because of recent burglaries
in which shoeting has been a complex and disagree-
able feature) would seem to justify the immediate
use of fircarms by the person who discovers the in-
truding thief—IF firearms are available and within
handy distance.

The burglar expects this, And if he thinks that
you will fire he may fire first, although the “regular”
members of the burglarious profession deprecate the
use of lethal weapons. If you have not a gun handy,
take Inspector Cortwright's advice, and “Yell!
Scream! - Yell!”

Burglars are, as a rule, both by their own con-
fession and the experiences of the police and others,
rank cowards. Yell and they will flee. They hate a
commotion, because it may lead to their arrest, with
a train of disagreeable consequendces. Therefore,
wouldn't a shout sometimes do as well as a shot?

Burglars as well as police answer that question
in the affirmative,

pro-

because crim-

Burglars Hate Shrieking Women.

“What do burglars hate most while they are ex-
ercising their profession?” I asked my old friend, the

Burglar, with a record of a lifetime in prison, with a
few burglarizing “holidays” sandwiched thinly be-
tween his numerous “stunts doin’ time.”

“They . hate most of ail a shrieking woman. May
the Lord deliver us from the woman who hollers. The
average burglar is paralyzed by her. Hn doesn’ t ex-
actly know what to do. Sc he cuts
doesn’t want to shoot. It against etique
the profession to shoot a screeching female, or ahy one
else, excepting in abeolute self-defence.

“Even when men with guns get after you. it is
not, according to the highest authorities on ‘burgling.’
good form to shoot. Some burglars do neot even 829
armed. Why should they?. They, are not murderers.
They are only higher class thieves, having the rela-
tion to the rest of the profession that a first-class
company promoter has to s common bunco steerer.
There is always a risk in geing armed, for anybody.
I mean just what I say, that burglars are not the
only people ithat incur a disagreezble personal risk
from the habit of going armed. -An armed man may
sometimes shoot the wrong party at the wreng time,
and so may an armed burglar.

“Low down sneak thieves, who go into
and stores by sneaking methods—whence their name

—are generally armed, and they generally shoot on
thc whisper of a window curtain or the squeak of a
mouse. But these are not real, professional burglars.
They are fellows who give the ‘profession’ a hard
name.

“And the newspapers don't ever discriminate. Any
old sneak thief whe rusties into a house and bungles
—not burgles, but bungles—around and alarms the
family and gets into a bloodyv shootin’ serap, is a bur-
lar according to common belief and report, both with
the police, who like a high-sounding title for common
crooks, just as a man who shoots a stray suckin’
calf in the backwobds weighs it in for a deer, and with
the papers, who get most of their criminal re ports
from the police. The papers should never forget that
the police are not only naturally prejudiced, but they
want to make a great horn-blowing and hullabaloo
and a record, so they make mammoths out of minnows
and swans out of sparrows. Let me put it as \imply
as I can—and then I'll qujt on this head. The butcher
boy that reads a dime novel and breaks into his em-
ployer’'s store to steal a leg of beef after hours will
carry a gun and will.shoot the bulldog or the watch-
man because he has got the notion out of ‘yellow’
literature.

houses

The Genuine Article.

“The genuine article in burglars won't burgfile a
cheap joint, in the first place. In the second, he is
so well up in the law and in common sense that he
knows that burglary is practically a capital offense—
if a citizen can shoot fast enough—that it used even
to be a capital offense by court cenvic tion, and that
he’ll get the worst of it some time, first or last, if he
doesn’t run for his life upon dise overy. So he runs,
and he often gets clear away if he is a dead game
sport prefessional with the rxperimnp of a scout and
the instinct of a general. If he's a sanguinary out-o’-
work chump or some kind of an anm(r ur, then he gets

cornered, he’s"such a bungler, and it’s this kind of a
chap that shoots and gets shm when he
hanged or electrified,
orable profession.”

“Don’t wait; scoot,” is therefore the advice of the
professional burglar to all level-headed burglars who
are caught hurgldrlzl"g

“Don wait; shoot.” is the advice of some profes-
sfonal thief catchers to all level-headed citizens who
discover that their home is being burglari

Others say, “Don’'t wait and don't \h-mt but
shout.”” i

Some of the professional gentlemen who were
askm‘i for advice were reluctant to give it.

“Oh, I _don’t want to get mixed up with ?U\H‘mi:
like that,” said the \et«*mn former chief, ‘Tom"
Byrnes of .\'vw York. “Let l“( wf)ple at headquar-
ters talk about that. I'm out of i

“But as a question of ge n‘x(x' interest to be an-

doesn’'t get
bringing disgrace upon an hon-

perience. Let's put it explicitly. What would you do
if you woke up and found a burglar in your room?"
““Ha, ha, ho!”™ roared the veteran burglar trapper.
*“I know that the idea is ludicrous—but, then, just
suppesing—"

Use Common Sense.

“Oh, well, I would use‘common sense, A man of
common sense, which, of gourse, includes presence of
mind, won’t make a fool of himself even with a bur-
glar in the room... Bui a burglar—a veal professional
burglar—in a bedroomssds somewhat uncommon. As
long as I.stay at home I don't think that I'll ever ex-
perience the phenomenon of a Hurglar in my bedroom.
Seme greenhorn might come blundering in, but a
professional—never!”

“And what wonld you do with the greenhorn?”

“Why, I can only repeat that I wonld use common
sense. He'd--be-a- -great deal more startled that I
would be. I don't think he would wait long to see
what I would de.”

“And—as to others? “What would you advise?”

“Well, every citizen must deal with his own bur-
glar according to common sense and circumstances.
There are citizens and citizens—and burgiars and bur-
glars—"

“I have heard on good authority that most bur-
glars are cowards?”

“Cowards? Well, they believe in szlf-preservation
and in aveiding bloodshed where possible. That is to
say, that if discovered, and if he is a genuine burglar
and not an ahateur, a crook-will run for his life and
liberty, sometimes even leaving his valuable kit of
tools behind him. That has been proven repeatedly.
Detection in the act is the greatest danger
glaty. It is not logical or reasonable that a burglar
should 'alarm a houseéhold and a neighborhood, and
attract the attention of police and watchmen by shoot-
ing. Therefore, if a householder wants to scare away
the burglar, who is always cautious and timorous,
shouting will often be as efficacious as shooting, and
will have less risk of nasty results.- A pistol shot may
provoke a repartee in kind—and the man who makes
the retort may be a better shot than the other fellow.”

Partridge Says Scream.

€Commissioner Partridge of New York, in giving
his advice to the citizen who finds his v‘»tt d'muxbed
and his home invaded.by a burglar, says “Scream.”

“Is that what you would Go?"” he was asked,

“I have said it,” he replied. “A good --doctor
cdoesn’t reject his own medicine.”

“Just—scream! . Is that all you have to say?

“That’'s enough. And it's enough for any ordmar)

* burglar.”

A woman who was asked what she thought of the
commissioner's suggestion sald: “Sounds well, but it
is not practical. When T am alarmed ] always ut-
terly lose my voice, and eould no more scream than I
could fiy. I think that any screaming should be done
with a pistol, and that every woman should know how
to use one. A loaded pistol doesn't lose it's voice!™

Deputy Commissioner Piper of New York. in
auoting, refers o the law on burglary—the law which
incorporates Blackstone's famous saying that every
man’s house is his castie.

The castle, upon invasion. is therefore to be “‘de-
fended.” and by warlike methods, if necessary. The
immediate use of firearms is justifiable, although
Captain Piper does not want to be quoted as a kind
of mrendldr\ provoker of oppression in this direction.

“But what would you do rourself, captain?’ was
asked.

“That would depend ion the burglar. I certainly
wouldn't let any burglar get a bead on me, T promise
you that.’

Captain Titus of the detective
York, in reply to a similar question, said:

“Here is what 1 would do, as I figure it: T would
first of all tell the burglar to get out. Then if he did
not get out T would tell him that I would shoot, and
I \\(»uld shoot in a business-like manner.

““To shoot a burglar comes in the penal code under

bureau in New

of bur--

haven't any gun? Wkell, then, you must be guided by
circumstances. But, whatever you do, don’'t let the
burglar shoot you.

“You @0 not neéed to wait until a man 18 the-

room before you shoot. If a man begins to fumble and
fuss at the window fastening of your reom, and you
shoot him, after bailing him, then you hae committed
justifiable hemie 1 remember one case in which a
burglar had inserted or'y his fingers in the inside
ledge of, the, window. Yet he was a burglar to all
intents and purpeses, amg the man whose safety or
property, or both, were menacecd drew a reveolver and
fired, with disastrous results to the intending burglar,
who had not even effected a complete burglarious en-
trance, but had just begun.

“The thing to do when you find a burglar in the
room is to put him out of action. It is not likely that
he will wait, if he sees that your intentions are w
like.- But if he should make any kind of a move as
if he would draw a gun, or if he has one in his hand,
don’t give him a chance to figure on what will h:
pen to him if he Should shoot you. Shoot first. Th:
what I would do.

Two Young Men’s Experience.

That § what commen sense suggests., A burglar
is an emergency, and shouid be met ha way, so to
speak. An emergency must be deait with promptly.
So must a burglar. The visit of a burglar is seldom
a tea and toast soiree or a fashionable conversation
in real life, whatever it may be on the modern stage!’

A civilian of New York, and, therefore, net an
“ornament of a forceful mvxf::s.on.’ had a lively ex-
perience with a burglar w h amply u)xnmnra(es the
official expert testimony as to the efficacy of a sereech
as a burglar scarer.

"Twas in the chilly, stilly night, and two young
men, chumming in the same city bed room, were
awzkened by a prowler, who came into the room and
began to take quiet observations with a dark lantern.
Thére was no possibility of mistake as t f
of the invader. He was a bona fide burgiar
tips of his soft, noiseless feit shoes, and the g
his discreet dark lantern.

The two young men lay still as mice and waiched
the burglar. Finally one young man tried to reach for
a revolver that was under the pillow. The other
young man, who had a ‘longer head ;md knew that
this might irritate the bmgl , gave his companion a
violent pinch, as a warning to keep still. Like some
other warnings, it had an- oppostite effc
was pinched let out a wild shriek o
burglar took to his heels, ran like a
bled downstairs, and was out scudding away in
moonlight ‘before the pinched young man had time to
get the revolver and to pepp aws: E the fleeing
shadow from the hastily ope

“Resist the devil,” says
“and he will flee from 't
for resistance won't make him flee from
yell, and in a great majority of instances
say, if he be the most prevalent kind of
burglar of the breed best known to the pol
be the werst scared man in your county,
of which he will be trying to re:
bounds before the echoes of your
voice have died away.

It should be noted in pestscript th:

“burglar alarm™ or “buzzer” is not regarded sernio
by either burglars or police.
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HER EXGUg.._.

(Chicago Post.)
“Didn’t I see that young 'man with

s, 'but we were just practicing the positi
t you know that?”

ves, I suppose I do; but

swered by you as a citizen with more than usual ex- made its name and won its large a

(Freatest Record in the History

the heading of justifiable homicide. Of course, if you
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